
Donna Sue Nelton, 1990 cold case 

A Jane Doe was found in a heavily wooded area in Maysville in 1990. 
Investigators say she was shot, gasoline was poured on her and she was set 
on fire. At the time, she was estimated to be 25-35 years old.  

In 1995, a facial reconstruction was attempted but wasn't possible due to the 
damage to her body. That same year, evidence was resubmitted to the crime 
lab, but was unsuccessful in identifying the victim.  

In August of 2022, investigators were able to locate a distant relative who was 
unaware anyone in their family was missing. In September of 2022, DNA 
showed a genetic match and after 32 years, Jane Doe was identified as 
Donna Sue Nelton, who was 28 years old at the time of her death. She was 
originally from Arkansas but was living in the Kansas City area at the time of 
her death.  

Donna and her boyfriend, George Brewton, were known to "pass through" 
Benton County and frequent an RV park. Petray confirmed that flyers for the 
RV park were found near her body at the crime scene. 

Brewton had a long criminal record and, at one point, was on the FBI's Most 
Wanted list after shooting two officers and was paroled in 1988. At some 
point, he reportedly admitted to killing "a Donna."  

Brewton was sentenced to two life sentences in 1990 for drug offenses and 
died in prison in 2008. Benton County investigators said at the press 
conference they feel confident in closing the case but mentioned they were 
open to hearing from someone if they think they may know more about 
Nelton's death. 

 


